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A Foreign Affairs Committee.

With, or without, Devolution, something might
also be done to confer on Parliament a closer
supervision over the management of external affairs.
It has been shown that the opportunities of the
private member of Parliament to intervene in
these matters are even more restricted than in
other departments of policy. He can, of course,
question ministers; but if the Minister answers
evasively, or declines to answer at all, on the
plea that to do so would be detrimental to the
national interests, the questioner is helpless. He
can call attention to the subject in Committee
on the Estimates, or even, if he pleases, move a
regular Motion in the full House. But this in
either case, if he is seriously supported by his
party, would be equivalent to a vote of censure,
" You do not happen to approve of a particular step
we have taken,1' Ministers might say, and prac-
tically do say, to their followers. " Very well; but
recollect that, if you join Mr. Blank of the Opposi-
tion in saying so, we may have to go out of office,
and you know what that means. How will your
constituents like you* to jeopardise the 'Pro-
gramme ' you were sent up to support, because we
have drawn a wrong boundary in Asia, or sacrificed
some leagues of swamp and desert in Airica?"

Thg argument is strongest when applied to
foreign policy, because here the private member
has the least certainty that he is right and that
his leaders are wrong, and he knows, at any rate,
that he would have the greatest difficulty in per-
suading his constituents that his motives have